Dear Reader,

I am new to producing reading sermons. So, if you have any suggestions as to how I might improve my format or what I include – please email me at cdanielwilson@gmail.com. 

I have left my sermon manuscript formatted the way I normally write and read my sermons. They are colourful and written in conversational English. If you are a grammar nazi – then you will be frustrated with my punctuation and phrasing. However, once you read it out loud, you will normally be able to tell what I meant to say. Also, as you will see, I use a good bit of bold, italics, underlining and different colours to signal what are the most important things to say, and also to make it easier for my eye to pick up my place in the middle of paragraphs. I would recommend that you keep as many of those things as possible, and it should help you keep better eye contact with the congregation since you should find it easier to keep your place while reading. I highly encourage you to commit as much of the introduction or children’s illustrations to memory as you can, so that these can be delivered to the congregation with maximum eye contact. 

Where possible, I highly recommend that you listen to the sermon as I preached it at either the Nelson website or the website of North Shore. I recommend that because that will also help hear the places where I added or skipped over material in the manuscript, and the places where I clarified my meaning. I have edited bits and pieces which I thought most important, but I have not sought to include all the additional material that comes to me while in the pulpit. I would practically have to use a transcription service for that. However, I hope and pray that this sermon will be a blessing to you and to your congregation. To God be the Glory!

Blessings in our Lord, Pastor Daniel Wilson

My Suggestions for the Order of Service 

Song before the Service: Choose… (I was preaching this around Christmas and chose a Christmas song)

Let us now Worship our God as we sing a * Song of Praise:     Song #164 vs.1,2,3,4
 “Praise my soul, the King of Heaven”  
Call to Confession: Phil. 2:1-16 
There is so much packed into these verses... Narrow in on one idea this AM:


As Christians, we are called to take up our cross and follow Christ... He Himself taught His disciples and us, that to be great in the Kingdom of Heaven, we must become the servant of all. These verses outline how Jesus Himself was the ULTIMATE Example of this principle – for being God, He nonetheless humbled Himself to become man, to suffer all the indignities of this life, and to submit Himself to the accursed death on the Cross that He might save sinners like us! 
And so, Paul urges us in vs.1...  [read] If any of those things… then we should be united and humble in serving the Lord and others – just like Christ! 

Does that describe YOUR outlook? Are you zealous to agree with others in humility and consider them more important than yourself? Do you intentionally look for ways to value others and serve them?! If not, then this is yet another area where we need to repent & believe the Gospel! We need to confess our failure & look to Jesus for forgiveness & His righteousness:
So, let’s do that as we come to the Lord in a Prayer of Confession

Let us now sing of our Great Assurance of God’s Forgiveness, by singing
 Hymn #
#200

“Amazing Grace! How Sweet the Sound” 
Congregational Prayer
In Malachi 3:10, God says: “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it!” While this passage has been much abused, it still teaches us that God is the one who blesses and provides for our needs, not your money – so we can boldly give to support the work of the Gospel – knowing that God will take care of us. So, let us demonstrate our joy/appreciation by contributing to the support of the Church thru worshipping God with His tithes & our additional free will offerings (Deacons)
Let us continue to worship as we sing: #
395
“Church of God, elect and glorious”
Scripture Reading/Text:       Philippians 1:1-11
Sermon Title:
“Confident Love”
* Song of Response:
#436, and then 2 verses of #438
 
Now may the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God the Father, and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit be and abide with you all forever more. Amen









Doxology: 
Psalm #527
“Praise Ye the Lord” 

Morning Sermon: “Confident Love”




N.S. Philippians #3
Text: Philippians 1:1-11  
Reading:   Philippians 2:1-16 
Introduction:
 Children, Have you ever started something which you didn’t finish? Perhaps your Mom or Dad told you to go clean your room – and you went to do it… You even started cleaning, but while you were cleaning you found that favorite car or stuffed animal that you had lost, and the next thing you know – you are playing instead of cleaning! Oops! 
Parents… How often have you seen that happen?! They started to clean and got distracted! 
Well Children – I have Good News and Better News! The Good News is that: You are not alone in that sort of thing… For all the adults here struggle with the same problem. WE are all inconsistent to differing degrees! We do not have complete perseverance! We often fail to finish what we start! 






But the even Better News is that God doesn’t!! God doesn’t fail, or forget, or fall away from His projects – He finishes what He starts! In fact, You can have absolute confidence in the ongoing work of God – because what HE starts – He Perfects!
Which we will see in our text for this morning…
(Review) Last week, we looked at Philippians 1:3-8, excluding our text from vs. 6. In that passage, we saw how Joyful Gratitude in Prayer leads to Christian Love and Longing between believers. We saw the example of the Apostle Paul – demonstrating the priority of prayer in his service as an elder… and yet, not just any prayer – but Positive Prayers of gratitude and joy! Paul counted the blessings of the Philippian church (as he did with almost every church) and so his prayers were filled with Joy as he saw again and again how God was at work amongst His people. 
Indeed, this gratitude and joy in his prayers, led Paul to increased love and longing for his brothers and sisters in Christ. And so the challenge for you & me as a congregation is to give priority to counting blessings and joyful gratitude in prayer, so that we too might grow in our love for one another. 

And what is it which serves as the foundation for that sort of response? Why should we work hard to find the good things in the lives of our fellow believers? Why should we focus on gratitude in prayer? 




We see the answer in our text! It is because God is at work, and where God is at work – there will always be blessings to count… Because God is working to bring His people to Perfection. Therefore, as we look at the text, we’ll learn 1 central lesson/theme:  








Your Confidence should be in God, since God Finishes/Perfects What He starts!
  We will explore that under 2 headings:
 
I.   Be Confident in God’s Work
II.   Because Perfection WILL Come
Let’s begin with:

I. Be Confident in God’s Work      
(REPEAT)
Last week, we saw that Paul was grateful for the Philippian’s participation in the Gospel, their long consistent service, their faithfulness during Paul’s imprisonment, and their involvement in the defense of the Gospel. 

However, when we come to vs.6, we see where Paul’s confidence was founded. And before we look at what Paul does say, we really need to pay attention to what He DIDN’T Say!! IT is vitally important for us and our culture and times to realize that Paul’s confidence was NOT in the skills or the faithfulness of the Philippians! Now, Don’t get me wrong… Paul had some reason for confidence in them. WE saw that last week… this church had been Paul’s most faithful supporters and partners in the Gospel ministry! 
And yet… despite all that work and recognition of it… Paul’s confidence wasn’t in the people, but in their God.

THAT IS Quite counter-cultural today! Have you thought about this? WE live in the day of self-affirmation. Our culture affirms everyone/everything and nothing all at the same time. You hear this constantly in the messages of television and movies – all about trusting in yourself, being true to who you are, rabid individualism… But no standards for right/wrong or truth. But You can’t live that way… People are inconsistent! People WILL let you down! I will let you down, the elders WILL let you down. You can’t put your faith in any human or institution! 
Paul here is saying and demonstrating something very different from our culture – He is saying: My Hope and confidence for the Philippian Church/Humanity is not based on people, but on the God who changes people!  


SO: Your hope/confidence for your life, this church, or humanity at large, CANNOT be based on people, but can only be founded on the God who changes people’s hearts and lives!





FOR GOD’S WORK is the ONLY WORK WHICH ENDURES! (read vs.6)
  So, What work is this? 
What are we talking about here? 
To answer those questions, let’s break down this phrase…
1) Paul speaks of a GOOD WORK - IN YOU
So, we are not speaking about God’s work of creation as much as we are talking about His work of RE-Creation! 

We are talking about God’s GOOD work of salvation IN the believer. We know from all of Paul’s other writings, that we do not save ourselves. God saves us. Ephesians 2 clearly explains that while we were dead in our trespasses and sins, God made us alive together with Christ by His grace. No one comes to God the Father in salvation unless they are first made alive by the Holy Spirit. 


You see, faith in Christ is not so much a choice as it is a gift. If you desire to know God, and you have faith to trust in Jesus Christ – it isn’t because you invented that in your heart, or because you are a good person – it is ONLY because the Holy Spirit of God started that work in your heart, and made you alive instead of leaving you dead in sin. 
And so here is the irony and mind-boggling puzzle of salvation – All men everywhere are commanded to repent and believe, but they can’t do so unless God opens their hearts! You MUST bow the knee before a Holy God and acknowledge that you are a sinner who deserves His wrath and Justice, and you need to put your faith in Jesus Christ, believing that God sent Him to be YOUR substitute and Savior: in other words, that Jesus lived the perfect life which you could not live, and that HE died the Hellish death which you deserve to die, and HE rose again to secure your salvation. God requires that repentance and faith of you and you and me! And yet, you can only ever want to do that, and you can only ever experience repentance/faith IF God has called you!

Now, to the non-believer that seems horribly scary and contradictory… because they don’t know if God has chosen them yet… And many reject God/Christ because of this confusion! 









    But the key is this: Will YOU Look to Christ thru repentance and faith?
If you do, then you will be saved, and you can then KNOW that God has opened your heart and given you faith! You don’t need to worry about whether God chose you… or even YOUR Work in salvation – you simply need to rest on God’s gift of life offered to you in Christ! Do you see how this all works together… Salvation is God’s Work from first to last!





And that is where your confidence should lie! IN HIM!
And the neat thing is that God’s Work of Salvation continues for your WHOLE Life until you are Perfect!
And that brings us to our Second point: You can Be Confident in God’s Work...
II. Because Perfection WILL Come        (REPEAT)
The commentaries argue a little about whether the “good work” here is primarily the good work of salvation as we have just explored, or whether it is the “good work” of sanctification: the ongoing work of God making us holy. 
FRANKLY, I think it is both. The good work of sanctification doesn’t happen apart from the Good Work of regeneration and faith… and the work of regeneration and faith MUST and WILL be completed by sanctification.

So, What is sanctification? Well Children… Sanctification is a big word which is used for the process of how sinners turn into saints. It is the way which God takes a new Christian and teaches them how to put off the sinful thoughts, attitudes, words and actions of their non-Christian past… and in place of those things, God teaches them to think and act like a Christian, to speak and react like a child of God.

 Paul introduces this concept here, but he develops it further in chapter 2, where he goes on to explain that it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work according to His good pleasure! Or as Paul put it in Ephesians 2, You are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that you should walk in them! GOD has a purpose for your life! You have an end goal, and that goal will be accomplished by your God and Savior! And here is the AWESOME PART: You CANNOT mess it up! Your royal mess-ups and massive failures are all part of the overarching plan of the eternal Creator God! And the Work which HE STARTED in you – HE WILL PERFECT!
(if you are in Christ)
Some translations use the word completion, but Perfect is probably the best word. And how comforting is this… that not only will God finish what He starts… He PERFECTS what He starts! So often we feel our frailty and are ashamed of our failures… And it is true: you aren’t as godly as you should be, but one day you will be perfect if you are a Christian by faith! YOU are a Work-In-Progress! 

Maybe, We all should wear “under construction” shirts. But then again, that would emphasize what is still broken in us… And Paul’s words here are meant to do the opposite. They are meant to focus your attention off of yourself, and on the Master builder who has you in His hands! Paul was so certain of this work of the Lord that He could write to his dear brothers/sisters in the faith in Philippi – knowing that he couldn’t be there for them right away, but knowing also, that his absence was okay… Because God was at work – and that was enough. No, better than that! God was at work in them, and that was PERFECT! Even though Paul couldn’t be there for them!

So… this brings up another question: When will this perfection come?
Paul tells us… God will be working a good work unto perfection UNTIL THE DAY OF CHRIST JESUS.



So, this is NOT going to happen today or tomorrow! You will not be perfect in this life!

Rather: There is appointed a day for God to judge the world – that day is when Jesus Christ will return for the second time. The Apostle Paul explained to the Thessalonians what would happen on this day in 1 Thess.4:15ff 


Listen to what he said there: … For this we say to you by the Word of the Lord, that we who are alive, and remain until the coming of the Lord, shall not precede those who have fallen asleep (died). For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise first… Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and thus we shall always be with the Lord!

Paul explains in 1 Corinthians 15, that at the moment when the Lord Jesus returns, the perishable will put on the imperishable, and the mortal will put on immortality. Further, in 1 John 3:1ff we read this: See how great a love the Father has bestowed upon us, that we should be called CHILDREN of GOD! … now, we are children of God and it has not appeared as yet what we Shall Be. We know that, when He (Christ) appears, we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him just as He is! And everyone who has this hope fixed on [Christ] purifies himself, just as [Christ] is pure… 


And you know that He appeared in order to take away sins, and in Him there is no sin!

So, get a picture of this in your mind. There is a day coming when the normal routine of life will end forevermore, and all the trinkets and accomplishments of this life will pale in comparison to the glory of God revealed in Christ! On that day – your car, your retirement fund, your house, even your family will seem as nothing in comparison with the need to know Jesus Christ as your Savior! 


For many, that day will be a day of terror and judgment – as they are judged for their sins, and sent to Hell and everlasting death/torment. 
BUT, for those who have repented and believed in the Lord Jesus that day will be glorious! For we will see our Lord and Savior in all His Glory, and in a moment, we will be caught up to meet Him in the air, and as we see Him, we will be perfected in glory like Him! We will not be made into gods or anything like that – but we will be given a glorious body like His! 
So, please understand this confidence… You can be confident in God’s work to save you from your sins, and to make you holy as a Christian… Because what God starts, He perfects! 

And your salvation will be complete and perfect on that glorious day when Christ returns.
So, then how should you now live?
As the Apostle John argues… anyone who has this hope, works NOW in this life to purify Himself in preparation for that final day. That is what is going on in sanctification. AS Paul puts it in chapter 2: You work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, because it is God who works in you both to will and to work for His good pleasure.

Indeed, that prepares us for next week – when we see how Paul prayed for these believers to LIVE OUT the Faith… not merely in actions, but in right knowledge, doctrine and discernment!
The core message here is this – Rest in the Lord! Let your confidence be in HIM! 

Your faith, Your daily life, Your everything … flows from that central point of trusting God!








So Trust Him Today – Trust Him to the very End!








AMEN.
